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AMENDMENTS TO THE CLAIMS 



The following listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in 
the application. 

Listing of claims ; 

Claim 1 (canceled). 

Claim 2 (currently amended). Th e compound according to claim 1 s e l e cted from 
the group consisting of: A compound of formula 
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wherein A is -NR(C=OY. 

wherein each R. R 1 . R 2 . and R 3 are the same or different, where ever ihey appear, and 
each is independently selected from the group consisting of (Ci-Cg)alkvK (Cg- 
C^alkenvK (d -Q Oalkynvl-. fd-Cmkvcloalkv]-. (Cfi-C^arvK (Ci-Cmlheterocvcrvl-. 
jd^heteroaryl-, (C^^ycloalkyl-fC-^alkYl-, fCfcC^)^!-^^)^!-, (d- 
Ci^heterocvclvHCi- C ^alkvl-. (Ci-C|^heteroarvl-(Ci-C,Oalkvl-. fC r C^cvcloalkvl-(C7- 
CYlalkenvK fCft- Ci ^arvRC^-C^alkenvl-. fC 1 - Ci n)heterocvclvI-(C7 -Cr ,')alkenvl-. (C^- 
C,n)arvl-(C^ C ^aIkenvl-.fC 1 -C i n')heteroarvl-(:C 7 -C f ; 1alkenvI-. (CVC in )cvcloaIkvI-((V 
qOalkvnvK (C r Ci ^arvl-fC z -Q')alkvtiv]-. fd-CmtocterocyclvMd-C^alkvnvK (Ci- 
Cin^heteroarvl-fC^-^alkvnyl-: wherein each of the aforesaid group members. (Ci- 
0.talkvl-. (C -C ^alkenvl-. fC -Cfi talkvnvl-, (C r C^cvcloalkv)-, fC r C,( QaryI-, (d- 
Ci^heterocvclyN, (C r Cm)heteroarvl-. fCyCift)cvcloalkv]-(d-Cg1alkvl-. (Cr,-C|f/)arvl- 
fC-C^alkvI-. (C 1 - C| ^heterocyc1vl-(Ci- Cr. telkvl-. fCi- C mlheteroarvI-fC i-C ^alkvl-, (Cv 
Cin1cYcloalkvl-rCyC^)alkenvl-. (C^ C ^and-fd -C ^alkenvl-. fCj-C^heterocvclvl-fd- 
C ^alkenvl-. fCyCinlarvl-fC^-C^alkenyl-. (d-Cm)heteroarvI-(C7-Cy>a1kenvl-. CC^- 
Cift)cvcloalkvl-(C? -Cr .)alkvnvI-. fC^ Ci^ar yl-fCa -C fi^alkvnyl-. (Q -Ci n'lheterQcyclvI-fCi- 
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GOalkvnvl-. and fCpC^heteToarvl-fC^^alky nvk mav be optionally independently 
substituted with one to three substituents selected from the group consisting of hydrogen. 
halogen, hydrox y, -CN, (Ci^alkvk (d-COalkoxv-. CF r . CF,Q- rt^-C w^ry!-, 
fC.Cm^eteroarvl-.C q-Ci^arvl-fCi-C^alkvl-. fCi-C.^heteroarvl-fCi-C^alkvl-. 
HO(C=OK (C,-Cd)alkvl-(OVC=QV. fC- Oalkvl-royCr^OXC-C^ alkvl-. fC^lglkyl- 
(C=QV, fC,- a)alkvl-fC=OVCi-C A )alkvl.. -fS=C»R. -(SO,)R. and NR 7 R 8 wherein R 7 and 
R are independently selected from hydrogen. fC.-Cg)alkyI; 
wherein each R and R 3 mav further independently be hydrogen; 
R 4 is selected from the g roup consisting of hydrogen and fC i-G Oalkvl-. and R 4 mav be 
optionally substituted with one to three substituents selected from the group consisting of 
halogen, hydroxy. -CN. CR-. and CF^O-; or 

a pharmaceutical lv acceptable salt thereof . 

Claim 3 (currently amended). The compound according to Claim 1 Claim 2, 
wherein R 1 is selected from (C 3 -C 10 )cycloaIkyI-(Ci-C6)alkyl-, (C 6 -Cio)aryl-(C|-C 6 )alkyl-, 
(Ci-C, 0 )heterocycly]-(Ci-Cfi)alkyl-, (C,-Ci 0 )heteroaryl~(Ci-C 6 )alkyl-, (C 3 - 

C 10 )cycloalkyl-(C2-C6)alkenyl-,(C 0 -Cio)aryl-(C2-C 6 )alkenyl-, (Ci-Cio)heterocyclyHC 2 - 
C 6 )alkenyl-, (C,-Cio)heteroaryl-(C 2 -C 6 )alkenyl-, (C 3 -Cio)cycloalkyl-(C2-C6)alkynyl-, (C 6 - 
Cio)aryl-(C2-Q)aIkynyl-, (Ci-Cio)heterocyclyHC 2 -{^)aIkyriYk and (Ci-C ]0 )heteroaryl- 
(C 2 -C 6 )alkynyl-. 

Claim 4 (currently amended). The compound according to Claim 1 Claim 2 . 
wherein R 2 is selected from (C3-Cio)cyc]oalkyHC,-C6)alkyl-, (C 6 -Ci 0 )aryl-(C 1 -C 6 )alkyl-, 
(Ci-C,o)heterocyclyl-(Ci-C 6 )alkyl., (Cj-CtoJheteroaryHCi-Ce^kyl-, (C 3 ~ 
Cio)cycloalkyl-(C 2 -C 6 )alkenyl-, (C 6 -C, 0 )aryl-(C 2 ^6)alkenyl-,(Ci^i 0 )heten)cyclyI-(C 2 - 
QOalkenyl-, (C6-Ci 0 )aryl-(C 2 -C 6 )alkenyl-, (Ci-Cio)heteroaryl-(C 2 -C 6 )alkenyl- f (C 3 - 
C,o)cycloalkyl-(C 2 -C 6 )alkynyl-, (C 6 -C 10 )aryl-(C2-C(s)alkynyl-, (C r Ci 0 )heterocyclyl-(C 2 - 
C 6 )alkynyl-, and (Cj-Cio)heteroary^(C2-C fi )aIkynyl-. 
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Claim 5 (currently amended)- The compound according to any one of Claims 1 to 
4 Claims 2 to 4 . wherein R 1 and R 2 are independently selected from (C6-Cio)aryl-(Ci- 
QOalkyl- and (C r Ci 0 )heteroaryHC r C 6 )alkyl-. 

Claim 6 (currently amended). The compound according to Claim 1 Claim 2. 
wherein R^R^-R * and R* R 3 and R 4 are independently selected from the group 
consisting of hydrogen and (Ci-Ce)alkyl-. 

Claim 7 (currently amended). The compound according to Claim - t Claim 2 
selected from the group consisting of: 

6 Benzyl 8 mothyl 5,7 dioxo 1,5,6,7 - totrahydro [l,3^]tria2olo[l ? 5 ajpyridin e 2 

carboxylic acid b e nzylamido 
6 (3,1 Difluoro bon2yl) - 8 mothyl 5,7 dioxo 1,5,6,7 - totmhydro 

[l,2,4]triazolo[l,5 ajpyridine 2 carboxylic acid benzylamid e 
6 (3, 4 Difluoro benzyl) 8 m e thyl 5,7 dioxo 1,5,6 7 7 t e trahydr o 

[l,2, 4 Jtriazolo[l,5 a]pyridin e- 2 carboxylic acid (pyridin 4 ylmethyl) 
amide 

6 ( 4- Fluoro benzyl) 8 m e thyl 5,7 dioxo 1,5,6,7 totrahydro [l,2,1]tria2oIo[l,5 

a]pyridi no 2 carboxylic acid (2 mothoxy pyridin 4 ylm o thyl) amide 
6-(3,4-Difluoro-ben2yl)-8-methyl-5,7-dioxo-6 7 7"dihydro-5H- 

[l,3,4]thiadiazolo[3,2-a]pyridine-2-carboxylic acid (2-methoxy-pyridin^- 

ylmethyl)-amide 
6-(3,4-Difluoio-benzyl)-8-methyl-5 7 7-dioxo-6,7-dihydro-5H- 

[l,3,4]thiadiazolo[3,2-a]pyridine-2-carboxylic acid (pyridin-4-yJmethyl)- 

amide 

6-(3,4-Difluoro-benzyl)-8-methyl-5 5 7-dioxo-6,7-dihydro-5H- 

[l,3,4]thiadiazolo[3 T 2-a]pyridine-2-carboxylic acid benzylamide 

6 (3,4 Difluoro bonayl) 8 mothyl 5,7 dioxo 6,7 di h ydro 5H 

[l,3,1]oxadiazok)[3,2 - a]pyridine 2 carboxylic acid benzy l amide 
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6 (3,4 Difluoro benzyl) 8 methyl 5,7 dioxo 6,7 dihydro 5H 

[I 7 3,4]oxadiaaolo[3,2 ajpyridino 2 carboxylic a cid(pyridin 1 ylmethyl) 

vniiw 

6 (3,1 Difluoro benzyl) 8 mothyl 5,7 dioxo 6 T 7 - dihydro 5H 

[l,3,4]oxadiazolQ[3,2 ajpyridino 2 carboxylic acid (2 mothoxy pyridin 1 
y i m e thyl) amide 

6 (3,4 Difluoro bonzyl) 8 mothyl 5,7 dioxo 6,7 dihydro 5H oxazo!o[3,2 

ajpyridino 2 carboxylic aci d (2 mothoxy pyridin 4 ylmothyl) amide 
6 (3,4 Difluoro honzyl) 8 mothyl 5,7 dioxo 6,7 dihydTt) 5H oxazolo[3,2 - 

a]p)Tidine 2 carboxylic aoid (pyridin 4 ■ ylm e thyl) amido 
6 (3, 4 Difluoro b e nzyl) 8 m e thyl 5,7 dioxo 6,7 dihydro 5H oxazolo[3 ? 2 

ajpyridino 2 carboxylic aoid bonzylomido 
6-(3,4-Difluoro-benzyl)-8-meto 

a]pyridine-2-carboxylic acid benzylamide 
6^3,4-Difluoro-beiizyl>8"melhyl^ 

ajpyridine-2-carboxylic acid (pyridin-4-y]methyl)-aruide J _ajid 
6-(3,4-Difluoro-benzyl)-8-methyI-5,7-dioxo-6,7-dihydro-5H-thiazolo[3,2- 

a]pyridine-2-carboxylic acid (2-methoxy-pyridin-4-ylmethyl>amide 1 
6 - (3,4 Difluoro b e nzyl) 8 m e thyl 5,7 dioxo 1,5,6,7 tetrahydro indolizin e- 2 

carboxylic acid (2 methoxy pyridin 4 ylmothyl) omido 
6 (3,4 Difluoro - bonzyl) 8 methyl 5,7 dioxo 1,5,6,7 tetrahydro indolizine 2 

carboxylic aoid (pyridin 4 ylm e th yl- ) amid e 
6 - (3,4 Difluoro - bonzyl) S - mothyl 7 oxo 1,7 dihydro [l,2,4]triazolo[l,5 - 

a]pyridino 2 carboxylic acid ( pyridin 4 ylmethyl) amide 
6 (3,4 Difluoro - bonzyl) 8 methyl 7 oxo 1,7 dihydro [l,2,4]triazolo[l,5 

ajpyridino 2 carboxylic acid benzylamido, or a pharmaceutical^ 

acceptable salt thereof. 

Claim 8 (currently amended). A pharmaceutical composition for the treatment of a 
condition selected from the group consisting of connective tissue disorders, inflammatory 
disorders, immunology/allergy disorders, infectious diseases, respiratory diseases, 
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cardiovascular diseases, eye diseases, metabolic diseases, central nervous system (CNS) 
disorders, liver/kidney diseases, reproductive health disorders, gastric disorders, skin 
disorders and cancers in a mammal, including a human, comprising an amount of a 
compound of Claim 1 Claim 2 . or a pharmaceutical^ acceptable salt thereof, effective in 
such treatment and a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier. 

Claim 11 (original). The pharmaceutical composition according to Claim 8, comprising 
a compound according to Claim 7, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt thereof, admixed 
with a pharmaceutically acceptable carrier, excipiem, or diluent. 

Claim 12 (currently amended). A method for treating arthritis, comprising 
administering to a patient suffering from an arthritis disease a nontoxic antiarthritic 
effective amount of a compound of Claim 1 Claim 2. or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt 
thereof. 

Claim 13 (original). The method according to Claim I2 y wherein the compound 
administered is a compound according to Claim 7, or a pharmaceutically acceptable salt 
thereof. 
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